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SUBJECT: NEW OPPOSITION LEADER 

REES: A) PORT MORESBY 41 1 (NOTAL), B) STATE 078865 

1. SUMMARY: FOLLOWING IS BACKGROUNDER ON lAMBAKEY 
OKUK, WHO IS EXPECTED TO BECOME LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
WHEN PARLIAMENT NEXT MEETS ON MAY 22. OKUK IS AN UN- 
PREDICTABLE POLITICAL OPPORTUNIST, RATHER THAN AN 
IDEOLOGUE, WHOSE INTERESTS CENTER ON DOMESTIC, NOT 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. UNDER OKUK, WITH SIR JOHN GUISE AS HIS 
DEPUTY, THE OPPOSITION IS EXPECTED TO BE BOTH MORE 
CRITICAL OF THE GOVERNMENT AND MORE EFFECTIVE. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. lAMBAKEY OKUK, WHO HAS TAKEN OVER DE FACTO LEADERSHIP 
OF THE OPPOSITION IN PARLIAMENT (REFTEL A), HAS HAD A 
CHECKERED POLITICAL CAREER. FOLLOWING HIS ELECTION TO THE HOUSE 
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OF ASSEMBLY IN 1972, HE SERVED AS MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE (72-74), 

MINISTER EOR TRANSPORT (74-75) AND MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (75-76). 

HE WAS SUMMARILY DISMISSED BY PM SOMARE EARLY IN 1976 WHEN HE 
PUBLICLY EXPRESSED HIS BELIEF THAT A BROAD COALITION GOVERNMENT WOULD 
LEAD TO DICTATORSHIP. SOMARE REPORTEDLY HAD BEEN LOOKING EOR EXCUSES 
TO FIRE OKUK BECAUSE OF ALLEGATIONS OF OKUK'S CORRUPTION. DURING THAT 
PERIOD HE WAS DEPUTY LEADER OE THE NOW DEFUNCT NATIONAL PARTY. HE 
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WAS RE-ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT IN 1977 AS AN INDEPENDENT, ALLIED 
HIMSELF WITH THE OPPOSITION UNITED PARTY AND BECAME ITS SHADOW MINIST 
ER 

FOR TRANSPORT. HOWEVER, AS HE DID IN THE GOVERNMENT PREVIOUSLY, 

OKUK BECAME INCREASINGLY CRITICAL OE HIS POLITICAL ALLIES AND FINALLY 
BROKE WITH UP AND TOOK ALONG ENOUGH MEMBERS TO DEPRIVE UP OF THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE OPPOSITION. 

3. ALTHOUGH SHOWING SIGNS OF INSTABILITY AND UNPREDICTABILITY, 

OKUK COMES ACROSS AS AN AMBITIOUS, CAPABLE POLITICAL OPPORTUNIST 
WHO HAS PLAYED POLITICAL MUSICAL CHAIRS TO BECOME LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION, A POSITION WHICH HE WILL USE TO HARRASS PM SOMARE 
AND TRANSPORT MINISTER JEPHCOTT FOR WHOM HE HAS A SPECIAL DISLIKE. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO REFTEL B, EMBASSY HAD HELD UP THIS 
CABLE IN ORDER TO GET BETTER LINE ON OKUK BUT WHEN 
PARLIAMENT CLOSED ON THE 22ND, MEMBERS IMMEDIATELY 
HEADED HOME FOR LONG EASTER HOLIDAY. HOWEVER, WE HAVE 
GONE THROUGH HANSARDS OF ALL 1977-78 PARLIAMENTARY 
SESSIONS AND FOUND NO OCCASION ON WHICH OKUK SPOKE ON 
ANY FOREIGN AFFAIRS QUESTION. HIS PARLIAMENTARY 
INTERVENTIONS DEALT PRIMARILY WITH THREE MATTERS, 

HIGHLANDS (HE IS A CHIMBU) AGRICULTURE, ATTACKS ON 
TRANSPORT MINISTER JEPHCOTT AND HECKLING THE GOVERNMENT ON 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS. MOST HIGHLANDERS ARE PROVINCIAL 

AND CONCENTRATE ON DOMESTIC ISSUES. OKUK IS NO EXCEPTION. 
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5. AN EMBOFF SPOKE WITH FORMER GOVERNOR GENERAL SIR 
JOHN GUISE, A SKILLED PARLIAMENTARIAN ON MARCH 28. 
QUESTIONED ABOUT OPPOSITION IMPUT IN FOREIGN POLICY MATTERS, 
GUISE SAID IT WAS MINIMAL BECAUSE THERE HAD NOT BEEN AN 
EFFECTIVE OPPOSITION, IMPLYING THAT THE NEW OPPOSITION 
WOULD RECTIFY THAT SITUATION. WITH RESPECT TO TORRES 
STRAIT, FEW PAPUA NEW GUINEANS WOULD QUESTION FONMIN 
OLEWALE'S DEDICATION TO A SETTLEMENT FULLY ACCEPTABLE TO 
PNG OR THE PEOPLE OF THAT AREA, WHICH IS HIS HOME. 

THE OPPOSITION COULD WELL EMBARRASS THE GOVERNMENT FROM 
TIME TO TIME ON IRIAN JAYA BECAUSE PEOPLE HERE TEND TO 
SYMPATHIZE WITH THEIR FELLOW NEW GUINEANS ACROSS THE 
BORDER. HOWEVER, THE VAST MAJORITY OF PARLIAMENTARIANS 
REALIZE THAT POPULAR FEELINGS NOTWITHSTANDING, PNG MUST 
MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH INDONESIA - AND THAT MEANS 
A CORRECT POSITION WITH RESPECT TO IRIANESE DISSIDENTS. 

6. FURTHER PERSONAL DATA ON OKUK FOLLOW: 

A) BORN 1943 IN PARI VILLAGE, CHIMBU DISTRICT 

B) MARRIED, THREE CHILDREN 

C) EDUCATION, THREE YEARS SECONDARY SCHOOL AND TWO YEARS 
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AUTO MECHANICS APPRENTICESHIP 

D) RELIGIOUS AFFLILIATION - LUTHERAN 

E) LANGUAGES - ENGLISH, PIDGIN, HAGEN AND KUMEN 

F) FOREIGN TRAVEL - EXTENSIVE, INCLUDING VISIT TO U.S. 

IN 1975 AND 1977. 

OLMSTED 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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